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MISSOULA, Mont.-Dr. James M. Schaefer and Richard 0. Shields, codirectors of the Ad Hoc Alcohol
Studies Program at the University of Montana in Missoula, have announced that they
have received support from North Carolina for their studies into the physiological
predisposition to alcohol use and abuse.
A grant of $6,100 to equip an alcohol studies laboratory at UM and for supplies
and related expenses has been awarded to UM through the Alcoholism Research Authority
of the state of North Carolina in a cooperative inter-university research program
between UM and the Center for Alcohol Studies at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill.
Purposes of the study are to determine if there are demonstrable links between
they way peoples' bodies use up test amounts of alcohol; their mental and physiological
reactions during alcohol tests, and their plasma dopamine beta hydroxylase activity
levels.
"Dopamine beta hydroxylase is a brain-centered enzyme which is stable in all
humans and which can be used to measure sympathetic nervous system activity," Schaefer
explained.
"Our project is going to involve looking at different racial groups, including
Native Americans, American Caucasians and Asian people in the area," Schaefer said.
The studies will take place in UM Department of Anthropology facilities under
Schaefer's supervision.
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